War on Drugs Unit:  Essay – Graphic Organizer – Outline (300 total points/100 each) 

Essay:  option #1 (Long Essay 8 pages) 
          option #2 (Two shorter 4 page papers)

This is an opportunity to argue a position or perspective opinion on the war on Drugs (legalize marijuana, abolish prisons, make sentences tougher, more police, whatever). Also, it is possible to use this as a historical examination of the root causes of Drug Use/Abuse rather than arguing a position. Part of the points for this will include notes and an outline in addition to the essay itself. 
For Option #2 you can argue both sides to complete the two shorter pieces. OR you can examine two groups experience in the War on Drugs or any two different topics as related to the War on Drugs.
Rubric:
Each essay must use the Six Categories as the body paragraphs. This makes the Graphic Organizer crucially important. This will provide the historical context that is necessary for any telling of any story about any aspect in the War on Drugs. Be sure to note the paragraph number from the Reader into the Graphic Organizer to keep track of where the highlight comes from. This will make it easier to write the essay. 
Each essay will require at least 3 outside sources (use the Weebly) to help describe, explain, argue, and/or evaluate the aspect of the War on Drugs that is the focus of the essay. You will be graded on the Notes document you create to copy and paste from articles off the Weebly. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Grammar and writing conventions will not be graded unless they completely inhibit the understanding of the necessary arguments or important explanations. Therefore, the content (information) and the connections (explain the relationships) are the most important parts of this essay. 


